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Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni gestures as he speaks to the media at a joint brie� ng with Kenyan President William 
Ruto (unseen) at the State House during his two-day state visit in Nairobi on May 16, 2024 [Simon Maina/AFP]
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Uganda is the latest of several countries to strike a deportation deal 
with the United States  :

What will Uganda gain from 
accepting US deportees?

Breaking Barriers: Young Women Leaders Transform Uzbekistan 
� rough Revolutionary “EmpowerHer” Forum

Uganda is the latest of several 
countries to strike a depor-
tation deal with the United 
States as President Donald 
Trump ramps up controver-
sial e� orts to remove migrants 
from the country.
In a statement on � ursday, 
Uganda’s Ministry of Foreign 
A� airs stated that Kampala 
had agreed for Washington to 
send over third-country na-
tionals who face deportation 
from the US, but are unwill-
ing to return to their home 
countries. � e ministry said 
that the agreement was made 
under certain conditions.

In a groundbreaking initiative that 
connected 150 young women across 
Uzbekistan and Karakalpakstan, the 
“EmpowerHer: Republican Women 
Leaders Forum” has emerged as a 
catalyst for unprecedented change in 
female leadership development. � is 
three-day online forum, spearhead-

ed by the “Community Changers” 
club, addresses a critical gap that has 
long hindered the region’s progress: 
limited access to leadership develop-
ment opportunities for young wom-
en.     

Tackling the Root of Gender In-

equality
� e project directly confronts three 
fundamental challenges plaguing 
young women in Central Asia. Geo-
graphic isolation prevents talented 
women from connecting with peers 
and successful role models across 
di� erent provinces, creating isolat-

ed pockets of untapped potential. 
A systematic information gap about 
international scholarships, presti-
gious university programs, and glob-

US-Uganda
Analysts speculate that Uganda is seeking better trade deals 
and wants to be in Trump’s good books.
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One November a� ernoon 
in 1999, three presidents—
Daniel arap Moi of Ken-
ya, Ali Hassan Mwinyi of 
Tanzania, and Yoweri Mu-
seveni of Uganda—met in 
Arusha to sign the Treaty 
establishing the East Af-
rican Community (EAC), 
reviving a partnership that 
had collapsed in 1977 amid 
mistrust and economic ri-
valry. When it came into 
force on 7 July 2000, under 
the bold motto One People, 
One Destiny, it signalled 
a renewed era of regional 
co-operation, promising 
freer movement of goods, 
services and opportunities 
across borders—a second 
chance that business own-
ers, traders and citizens 
hoped would � nally turn 
proximity into prosperity.
� e symbolism was pow-
erful in both big and small 
ways. A Nairobi manufac-
turer should trade with a 
partner in Dar es Salaam as 
easily as with one in Mach-
akos. A farmer in Dodoma 
should sell to Kampala 
without feeling they were 
crossing into a foreign mar-
ket. And then there was the 
sky-blue EAC passport—is-
sued alongside, not in place 
of, national passports—
embossed in gold with the 
holder’s country beneath. 
It promised visa-free travel 
across partner states, easier 
business trips, and stays of 
up to 90 days without extra 
paperwork. � e region, it 
seemed, was � nally walking 
the talk.
Regional integration fol-
lows deliberate, ambitious 
steps: from preferential 
trade area to free trade area, 
customs union, common 
market, monetary union, 
and ultimately political fed-
eration. � e EAC has come 
further than most African 
blocs. Today, on paper, we 
are a common market. In 
reality, that seamless trade 
remains elusive.
� e dream matters because 
there is power in size and 
solidarity. � e EAC is the 
largest single market for its 

members. For manufactur-
ers, it promises larger de-
mand, greater competitive-
ness, shared stability and 
collective bargaining power 
globally.
Yet we have fallen far short 
of that potential. Intra-EAC 
trade stands at about 14%. 
Set against the European 
Union—where internal 
trade � ows reach roughly 
69%—the gap is impossi-
ble to ignore. Instead of a 
seamless market living up 
to the promise of One Peo-
ple, One Destiny, we have 
a patchwork of competing 
silos, where non-tari�  bar-
riers and protectionist pol-
icies chip away at shared 
prosperity.
� is is especially troubling 
in today’s volatile global 
trade environment. From 
shi� ing geopolitical alli-
ances to rising tari� s and 
supply-chain disruptions, 
the message is clear: we 
must diversify our markets 
to sustain growth. Strength-
ening sourcing within the 
EAC o� ers a strategic shield 
against unpredictable glob-
al shi� s, building resilience 
and stability for our indus-
tries.
According to the EAC Sec-
retariat, partner states have 
lost about 30% of potential 
trade to these barriers. Put 
simply, third-party coun-
tries bene� t more than EAC 
members, enjoying over 
60% of regional trade once 
petroleum imports are ex-
cluded.
Consider, in this context, re-
cent measures by the Unit-
ed Republic of Tanzania. 
� rough the 2025/2026 Fi-
nance Act and amendments 
to the Excise (Management 
and Tari� ) Act Cap 147, 
the Import Control Act 
Cap 276, and the Exports 
Tax Act Cap 196, Tanzania 
introduced restrictions af-
fecting roughly 80 products 
across steel, dairy, meat, 
sausages, food, automotive 
and hygiene sectors. Ap-
plied to goods originating 
from EAC countries, in-
cluding Kenya, these mea-

sures touch products that 
account for approximately 
26% of Kenya’s transfers to 
Tanzania.
� is is not an isolated in-
cident. In the past, sever-
al EAC states—including 
Kenya, Uganda and Rwan-
da—have taken protection-
ist steps that shut out fellow 
partners. Tanzania’s latest 
actions echo these moves: 
unilateral measures with-
out regional consensus that 
deepen fragmentation and 
undermine the very pur-
pose of our common mar-
ket.
Imagine the impact on a 
steel manufacturer who 
has spent years building 
a customer base in Dar es 
Salaam, only to � nd their 
products suddenly more 
expensive at the border 
than steel imported from 
Asia. Or a Tanzanian dairy 
processor that depends on 
Kenyan-made packaging 
machinery but now fac-
es delays and higher costs 
due to retaliatory measures. 
Such barriers frustrate 
businesses, raise consumer 
costs, limit choice and sti� e 
job creation. While protec-
tionist policies may o� er 
short-term relief to local 
industries, they ultimately 
erode trust, invite retalia-
tion and weaken the region’s 

global competitiveness.
� ey also run counter to 
the spirit and letter of our 
agreements. Article 75(6) 
of the EAC Treaty and Arti-
cle 15 of the EAC Common 
Market Protocol commit 
partner states to refrain 
from laws or administra-
tive measures that directly 
or indirectly discriminate 
against like products from 
other partner states. � e 
WTO’s National Treatment 
principle says the same: 
once a product has entered 
your market, it should be 
treated no di� erently from 
a domestically produced 
good.
� e EAC has the institu-
tional tools to � x this. � e 
Summit of Heads of State—
our highest decision-mak-
ing body—can set the tone 
for compliance. Ministerial 
and technical meetings can 
iron out speci� c disputes. 
But this requires political 
will: partner states must 
give EAC law primacy over 
national law in matters of 
regional trade. Reported 
non-tari�  and technical 
barriers should be resolved 
within clear, time-bound 
frameworks. And we must 
embrace a genuinely re-
gional de� nition of “domes-
tic”: products made within 
the East African Commu-

nity should count as local 
across the bloc.
With new members such 
as South Sudan, the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo 
and Somalia, the EAC now 
spans over 300 million peo-
ple and boasts a combined 
GDP of roughly US$313 
billion—a vast economic 
force if we choose to har-
ness it.
Sometimes the reminder of 
what is possible comes from 
unexpected places. Last 
week at Kasarani Stadium 
during the African Nations 
Championship (CHAN), as 
Kenya triumphed over An-
gola, thousands of Kenyan 
fans sang along to Bongo 
Flava—a vibrant Tanzani-
an sound that fuses hip-
hop, R&B and traditional 
rhythms. In that moment, 
the music transcended bor-
ders and belonged to all of 
us. � at is the East Africa we 
should build: a community 
sharing markets as freely as 
melodies, where trust � ows 
like music in a stadium and 
opportunity is not blocked 
by arti� cial borders.

� e writer is the Chief Exec-
utive of Kenya Association of 
Manufacturers and can be 
reached at ceo@kam.co.ke.  

It’s time to awaken the sleeping East African giant 
on trade

Tobias Alando is the Chief Executive of Kenya Association of Manufacturers.

Worth
Noting:

• � e dream matters 
because there is power in 
size and solidarity. � e 
EAC is the largest single 
market for its members. 
For manufacturers, it 
promises larger demand, 
greater competitiveness, 
shared stability and col-
lective bargaining power 
globally.
• Yet we have fallen 
far short of that potential. 
Intra-EAC trade stands at 
about 14%. Set against the 
European Union—where 
internal trade � ows reach 
roughly 69%—the gap is 
impossible to ignore. In-
stead of a seamless market 
living up to the promise 
of One People, One Des-
tiny, we have a patchwork 
of competing silos, where 
non-tari�  barriers and 
protectionist policies chip 
away at shared prosperity.

By: Tobias Alando
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Only by Taking History as a Mirror Can We Avoid 
Repeating Tragedies

China’s War of Resistance

Recently, China Media 
Group Africa hosted a 
commemorative event, 
“Echoes of Peace”, at the Na-
tional Museum of Kenya. 
� e programme featured 
screenings of historical 
documentaries—including 
� e Sinking of the Lisbon 
Maru—alongside a photo 
exhibition marking the 80th 
anniversary of the victory of 
the Chinese People’s War of 
Resistance against Japanese 
Aggression.
� e � lm documents a lit-
tle-known chapter of World 
War II. In October 1942, the 
Japanese cargo ship Lisbon 
Maru—secretly transport-
ing more than 1,800 British 
prisoners of war from Hong 
Kong to Japan—was torpe-
doed o�  the coast of China’s 
Zhejiang Province. As the 
vessel sank, local Chinese 
� shermen risked their lives 
to rescue over 300 prison-
ers, braving gun� re from the 
Japanese army. � eir brav-
ery embodied the universal 
spirit of compassion amid 
the cruelty of war. � rough 
rare archival footage and 
survivor testimonies, the 
� lm tells a story of solidari-
ty that transcended national 
and enemy lines.
� e screening served as 
a powerful reminder of 
shared histories. Both Chi-
na and Africa endured 
immense su� ering under 
fascist aggression, and this 
shared memory is especially 
poignant as the world com-
memorates the 80th anni-
versary of the victory of the 
World Anti-Fascist War.
China’s War of Resistance 
against Japanese Aggression 
was the main battle� eld in 

the East. Beginning with the 
September 18th Incident 
in 1931, the Chinese peo-
ple waged a 14-year-long 
struggle for survival. More 
than 35 million soldiers and 
civilians were killed or in-
jured, while economic losses 
reached staggering levels. 
At the height of the con� ict, 
the Chinese front tied down 
the majority of Japanese 
forces, buying precious time 
for other anti-fascist cam-
paigns. Chinese troops also 
fought alongside the Allies 
in Myanmar and contrib-
uted to the opening of the 
Ledo Road, linking China 
and India.
On the African continent, 
resistance was no less � erce. 
When Italian fascists invad-
ed Ethiopia, the Ethiopian 
people—armed with little 

more than bows and ar-
rows—mounted a heroic de-
fence. Even a� er the fall of 
the capital, guerrilla warfare 
continued until the occupi-
ers were expelled, making 
Ethiopia the � rst African 
nation to reclaim indepen-
dence through its own ef-
forts during World War II. 
In North Africa, African 
soldiers fought in Common-
wealth ranks against Ger-
man forces, while civilians 
in Morocco, Tunisia, and 
elsewhere organised guer-
rilla units that disrupted 
enemy supply lines and laid 
the groundwork for Allied 
victory at El Alamein.
� ough separated by oceans, 
China and Africa shared the 
same struggle: weak nations 
facing formidable enemies, 
yet prevailing through resil-

ience and unity.
Eighty years on, the screen-
ing of � e Sinking of the 
Lisbon Maru in Nairobi has 
brought this history to life 
once more. It reminds us 
that peace is never guaran-
teed; it must be safeguarded 
by every generation. Today, 
the world still faces threats 
of hegemonism and uni-
lateralism, making the vi-
sion of a community with a 
shared future for mankind 
more vital than ever. China 
continues to draw lessons 
from history, actively sup-
porting UN peacekeeping 
operations, advancing the 
Belt and Road Initiative, and 
promoting peace and devel-
opment through concrete 
action.
Kenya, too, knows the scars 
of colonialism and the tri-

umph of self-determination. 
Today, its partnership with 
China spans infrastructure, 
health, cultural exchange, 
and skills development—
modern embodiments of 
the wartime spirit of unity 
and cooperation.
As we look to the future, let 
us take history as a mirror. 
Let us inherit the courage, 
solidarity, and commitment 
to justice forged in the an-
ti-fascist struggle. And let 
us move forward together 
in safeguarding peace and 
fostering development—so 
that justice and conscience 
may forever illuminate hu-
manity’s path.

Zhao Qian
China Media Group (CMG)

Worth
Noting:

• China’s War of 
Resistance against Japa-
nese Aggression was the 
main battle� eld in the East. 
Beginning with the Septem-
ber 18th Incident in 1931, 
the Chinese people waged 
a 14-year-long struggle for 
survival. 
• More than 35 mil-
lion soldiers and civilians 
were killed or injured, while 
economic losses reached 
staggering levels. At the 
height of the con� ict, the 
Chinese front tied down 
the majority of Japanese 
forces, buying precious time 
for other anti-fascist cam-
paigns. Chinese troops also 
fought alongside the Allies 
in Myanmar and contrib-
uted to the opening of the 
Ledo Road, linking China 
and India.

By: ZHAO QIAN 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Predictable Progress: What Kenya Can Learn from 
China’s Economic Mastery

Kenya Issues Over 500,000 Passports as Service 
Delivery Reforms Gain Pace

In an age of policy whiplash and 
headline-driven markets, China’s 
economic story under President Xi 
Jinping and the Communist Party 
of China is a masterclass in steady, 
strategic statecra� . Over the past de-
cade, Beijing has fused long-range 
planning, massive public invest-
ment, and tolerance for experimen-
tation to engineer transformation at 
scale—li� ing hundreds of millions 
from poverty while building indus-
tries and infrastructure that anchor 
a modern, consumption-driven 
economy.
For Kenya, still wrestling with turn-
ing Vision 2030 into lived reality 
across counties, China’s playbook 
o� ers practical, transferrable les-
sons. First is predictability. China’s 
annual growth rates over the last 
decade re� ect both shocks and re-
silience, underpinned by � ve-year 
plans, industrial roadmaps, and 
state-directed � nance that give in-
vestors, local governments, and 
� rms a common script. Growth that 
is steady and deliberate is no acci-
dent—it is designed.
Second, China invests where trans-
formation happens. In green indus-
tries alone, the country poured over 

USD 625 billion into clean energy in 
2024, according to the International 
Energy Agency. � at kind of scale 
has reshaped global supply chains, 
created clusters of jobs and suppli-
ers, and produced exportable tech-
nologies. Kenya, with its solar and 
wind resources, can emulate this by 
aligning industrial policy, � nance, 
and skills training.
� ird, infrastructure in China is 
more than transport—it is indus-
trial policy. High-speed rail, ports, 
and digital corridors have shrunk 
distances and connected regional 
economies into functioning market 
systems. � e result is scale: � rms can 
tap into labour, suppliers, and con-
sumers with e�  ciency. Kenya’s own 
� agship projects must move in this 
direction, prioritising catalytic in-
frastructure that unlocks enterprise 
clusters rather than prestige alone.
Fourth, China’s anti-poverty drive 
shows how inclusion can fuel 
growth. � e World Bank credits tar-
geted rural development, transfers, 
and job creation with driving down 
poverty in ways that expanded do-
mestic demand and stabilised com-
munities. Poverty reduction was not 
a by-product—it was strategy. Kenya 
can achieve the same by embedding 
inclusion into Vision 2030 through 
skills training, micro-� nance, hous-
ing, and rural investments.
By contrast, the United States illus-
trates the hazards of policy volatil-

ity. Election-driven swings in � scal, 
trade, and regulatory policy compli-
cate long-term planning for � rms 
and governments. Kenya must avoid 
this stop-start trap by treating Vi-
sion 2030 as more than paperwork. 
Multi-year budgets, accountable 

county coordination, and pilot proj-
ects that scale only a� er proven suc-
cess are the hallmarks of a discipline 
Kenya can adopt.
China’s record is not merely one of 
scale but of consistency, � nance, and 
public–private coordination. For 
Kenya, the lesson is simple: ambi-

tion matters, but discipline matters 
more. Predictable policy, catalytic 
investment, and inclusive growth 
can turn Vision 2030 from aspira-
tion into Kenya’s next chapter of 
transformation.

� e government has announced ma-
jor progress in the issuance of travel 
documents, disclosing that 514,152 
passports have been issued over the 
past three years.
According to the State Department 
for Immigration and Citizen Ser-
vices, reforms have also cut the 
backlog of uncollected passports 
from 90,000 to 56,000 in just three 
months, underscoring ongoing ef-
forts to streamline service delivery.
� e update was delivered a� er the 
12th meeting of the Governance 
and Public Administration (GPA) 
Subcommittee of the National De-
velopment Implementation Com-
mittee (NDIC) held at the Kenyatta 
International Convention Centre 
(KICC).
� e session was chaired by Internal 
Security and National Administra-
tion Principal Secretary Raymond 
Omollo and co-chaired by Parlia-
mentary A� airs PS Aurelia Rono.
“As the Kenya Kwanza administra-

tion approaches its third year in of-
� ce, e� orts are being intensi� ed to 
accelerate the implementation of key 
government priorities and reforms 
in governance and public adminis-
tration,” NDIC said in a statement.
Omollo described the meeting as an 
opportunity for self-assessment and 
rea�  rmation of the administration’s 
commitment to e�  cient service de-
livery.

Digital identity rollout
� e State Department also reported 
signi� cant progress in the rollout 
of the Unique Personal Identi� er 
(Maisha Number), with more than 
90,000 numbers issued across Nai-
robi, Kiambu, Machakos, and Kaji-
ado counties.
� e Maisha Number is intended to 
serve as a lifelong digital identity by 
integrating multiple personal iden-
ti� ers—including birth certi� cates, 
national ID, KRA PIN, and Social 
Health Authority number—into a 
single record.
At the same time, more than 22,000 
government services have been dig-
itized and placed on the e-Citizen 
platform, while 48 agencies have 

been connected to the Maisha Inte-
grated Database.
� e GPA Subcommittee stressed 
that the reforms are part of the wid-

er government agenda to improve 
transparency, accountability, and 
e�  ciency across public service. It 
further noted that digitization will 

continue to ease access to essential 
services for Kenyans both at home 
and abroad.

Kenya

Chinese President Xi Jinping shakes hands with Kenyan President William Ruto at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, 
capital of China, April 24, 2025

By Stephen Ndegwa
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Radio queen Cess Mutungi tapped to host � e 
Mommy Club NBO reunion

Motivation

Veteran radio presenter and 
media personality Cess Mu-
tungi is set to host the two-
part reunion of � e Mommy 
Club NBO, streaming on 29 
August and 5 September 
2025. 
� e Mommy Club NBO just 
dropped its � nale, conclud-
ing an 11-week run that has 
seen the show top streaming 
charts week a� er week and 
dominate online conversa-
tions. 
� e reunion will see Cess 
have a sit down with the 
� ve moms – Jackie Matubia, 
Ofentse Tsipa, Lynne Njihia, 
Pierra Makena and Carey 
Priscilla - as they rehash the 
drama from the season.

A veteran of the airwaves, 
Cess was the powerhouse 
behind Classic 105’s Drive 
Show and Capital FM’s Jam 
98.4, which she co-hosted 
and produced, cementing 
her as one of Kenya’s most 
iconic radio presenters. 
Known for her infectious 
laughter, signature husky 
voice, and a larger-than-
life persona, Cess has built 
a reputation for being un-
apologetic and never shying 
away from the tough con-
versations – qualities that 
made her the perfect choice 
to helm the reunion. She will 
be tasked with navigating 
the season’s lingering feuds, 
unanswered questions, and 

explosive moments, sitting 
down with the cast to un-
pack all the drama.
“I have always believed in 
women speaking their truth 
– loudly. We will be tack-
ling everything everyone is 
thinking but is too afraid to 
ask. My role will be to hold 
everyone accountable and 
get the answers the Mommy 
Club fans have been waiting 
for. Rest assured, no stone 
will be le�  unturned,” Cess 
said. 
Eugene Mbugua, executive 
producer at D&R Studios, 
a�  rmed Mutungi’s hosting 
duties, saying: “Having Cess 
Mutungi host the reunion is 
the perfect full-circle mo-

ment. She is bold, dynamic, 
and unapologetically real 
– exactly what � e Mom-
my Club NBO stands for. 
Viewers should prepare for 
a reunion that is every bit 
as compelling as the season 
itself.”
� e Mommy Club NBO is 
the � � h instalment of the 
record-breaking Mommy 
Club franchise following 
successful editions in South 
Africa and Tanzania. Pro-
duced by D&R Studios, 
the team behind � e Real 
Housewives of Nairobi, the 
show follows the lives of � ve 
a�  uent Kenyan mothers 
as they navigate the unique 
blend of parenting, ambi-

tion, and glamour in Nai-
robi.
� e Mommy Club NBO 
also made its TV debut on 
Maisha Magic Plus last Sat-
urday, bringing all the glitz, 
realness, and mama-drama 
to even more Kenyan house-
holds across the region.
Ahead of the reunion, binge 
all the 11 episodes of � e 
Mommy Club NBO, exclu-
sively on Showmax.

Worth
Noting:

• A veteran of the 
airwaves, Cess was the 
powerhouse behind Clas-
sic 105’s Drive Show and 
Capital FM’s Jam 98.4, 
which she co-hosted and 
produced, cementing her 
as one of Kenya’s most 
iconic radio presenters. 
Known for her infectious 
laughter, signature husky 
voice, and a larger-than-
life persona, Cess has 
built a reputation for 
being unapologetic and 
never shying away from 
the tough conversations 
– qualities that made her 
the perfect choice to helm 
the reunion. She will be 
tasked with navigating the 
season’s lingering feuds, 
unanswered questions, 
and explosive moments, 
sitting down with the cast 
to unpack all the drama.
• “I have always 
believed in women speak-
ing their truth – loudly. 
We will be tackling every-
thing everyone is thinking 
but is too afraid to ask. 
My role will be to hold 
everyone accountable and 
get the answers the Mom-
my Club fans have been 
waiting for. Rest assured, 
no stone will be le�  un-
turned,” Cess said. 

By: Diaspora Times Team
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What will Uganda gain from accepting 
US deportees?

Worth
Noting:

• In a statement on 
� ursday, Uganda’s Min-
istry of Foreign A� airs 
stated that Kampala had 
agreed for Washington to 
send over third-country 
nationals who face depor-
tation from the US, but 
are unwilling to return 
to their home countries. 
� e ministry said that 
the agreement was made 
under certain conditions.
• Rights groups 
and law experts have 
condemned Trump’s 
controversial plans to 
deport millions of undoc-
umented migrants. � ose 
already deported include 
convicted criminals and 
“uniquely barbaric mon-
sters,” according to the 
White House.
• African countries, 
such as Eswatini, formerly 
known as Swaziland, have 
accepted similar deals, 
reportedly in exchange for 
lower tari� s. � e US’s ac-
tions are exploitative and 
tantamount to treating 
the continent as a “dump-
ing ground,” Melusi 
Simelane of the Southern 
Africa Litigation Centre 
(SALC) told Al Jazeera, 
adding that Washington 
was especially focusing 
on countries with weak 
human rights protection.

Rights groups and law ex-
perts have condemned 
Trump’s controversial plans 
to deport millions of un-
documented migrants. 
� ose already deported 
include convicted crimi-
nals and “uniquely barbaric 
monsters,” according to the 
White House.
African countries, such as 
Eswatini, formerly known 
as Swaziland, have accepted 
similar deals, reportedly in 
exchange for lower tari� s. 
� e US’s actions are ex-
ploitative and tantamount 
to treating the continent as 
a “dumping ground,” Melu-
si Simelane of the Southern 
Africa Litigation Centre 
(SALC) told Al Jazeera, 
adding that Washington 
was especially focusing on 
countries with weak human 
rights protection.
Here’s what you need to 
know about the Uganda deal 
and what countries might be 
getting in return for hosting 
US deportees:

What did Uganda agree to?
In a statement posted on X 
on � ursday, Bagiire Vin-
cent Waiswa, the perma-
nent secretary of Uganda’s 
Foreign Ministry, said the 
country had agreed to a 
“temporary arrangement” 
with the US. He did not state 
the timelines for when the 
deportations would begin 
or end.
� ere are caveats regarding 
the people who would be 
transferred, the statement 
continued, including that 
Uganda will not accept peo-
ple with criminal records or 
unaccompanied minors and 
that it “prefers” that Africans 
be transferred as part of the 
deal.
“� e two parties are work-
ing out the detailed modal-
ities on how the agreement 
shall be implemented,” the 
statement added.
A US State Department 
statement con� rmed that 
Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni and US Secretary 
of State Marco Rubio had 
held discussions over the 
phone regarding “migra-
tion, reciprocal trade, and 
commercial ties”.
� e deal’s announcement 
came a� er weeks of specula-
tion in local Ugandan media 
regarding whether the East 
African nation would accept 
US deportees.
On Wednesday, Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Henry Okello 
Oryem denied the media 
reports, saying Uganda did 
not have the facilities to ac-
commodate deportees.

Speaking to � e Associated 
Press news agency, Oryem 
said Uganda was discuss-
ing issues of “visas, tari� s, 
sanctions and related issues” 
with the US, but not of mi-
gration.
“We are talking about car-
tels: people who are unwant-
ed in their own countries. 
How can we integrate them 
into local communities in 
Uganda?” he told the AP.
A day later, Uganda’s narra-
tive had � ipped.

What might Uganda gain 
from this?
� e Foreign Ministry’s state-
ment on � ursday did not 

state what Uganda might be 
getting in return.
Other countries, including 
Eswatini, have reportedly 
accepted deportees in ex-
change for lower tari� s.
Uganda has been hit with 
15 percent tari� s on goods 
entering the US, as part of 
Trump’s reciprocal tari�  
wars. Senior government 
o�  cials in early August told 
local media that the tari� s 
would disrupt Ugandan ex-
ports, especially in the ag-
ricultural sector, and that 
Kampala would enter nego-
tiations for a better deal.
Co� ee, vanilla, cocoa beans 
and petroleum products are 

some of Uganda’s key ex-
ports to the US. Kampala is 
particularly keen on boost-
ing co� ee exports to the US 
and competing with bigger 
suppliers like Colombia. 
� e US, on the other hand, 
exports machinery, such 
as aircra�  parts, to Ugan-
da, which imposes an 18 
percent tari�  on imported 
products.
� e US and Uganda have 
historically enjoyed friendly 
ties, with the US routine-
ly sending aid to Kampa-
la. However, a� er Uganda 
passed an anti-homosexual-
ity bill into law in 2023, re-
lations turned sour, and the 

US accused Uganda of “hu-
man rights violations”. � e 
law proscribes punishment, 
including life sentences, for 
same-sex relations.
Washington therea� er cut 
aid funding for HIV pro-
grams and issued visa re-
strictions on Ugandan gov-
ernment o�  cials “complicit 
in undermining the demo-
cratic process.” � e US also 
banned Uganda from the 
African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act (AGOA), a trade 
programme that helped 

President Donald Trump 

Drivers of motorcycle taxis, known locally as boda-bodas, ride with passengers on a street of Kampala, Uganda, on July 18, 2024 
[Hajarah Nalwadda/AP]
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What will Uganda gain from accepting 
US deportees?

African countries trade tar-
i� -free with the US, but that 
Trump’s tari� s have e� ec-
tively killed.
� e World Bank addition-
ally banned Uganda from 
its loans for two years, al-
though the restriction was 
li� ed this June.
Rights activists say the deal 
on deportees could make 
the US administration more 
favourably inclined towards 
Uganda, but at the expense 
of those deported.
“� e proposed deal runs 
afoul of international law,” 
human rights lawyer Nich-
olas Opiyo told the AP. He 
added that such an arrange-
ment leaves the legal status 
of deportees unclear as to 
whether they are refugees or 
prisoners.
“We are sacri� cing human 
beings for political expedi-
ency; in this case, because 
Uganda wants to be in the 
good books of the United 
States,” Opiyo said.“� at I 
can keep your prisoners if 
you pay me; how is that dif-
ferent from human tra�  ck-
ing?”

Does Uganda already host 
refugees?
Yes, Uganda is Africa’s larg-
est refugee host country. It 
already hosts some 1.7 mil-
lion refugees, largely from 

neighbouring South Sudan, 
Sudan and the Democrat-
ic Republic of the Congo, 
which are all dealing with 
armed con� ict and unrest.
� e United Nations has, in 
the past, hailed the country 
as having a “progressive ref-
ugee policy” and “maintain-
ing an open-door approach 
to asylum”.
However, opposition activ-
ists are sounding the alarm 
over the government’s dis-
mal human rights record. 
Uganda has been ruled by 
Museveni since 1986, with 
his party winning contested 
elections in landslides. Op-
position members and jour-
nalists are o� en targeted in 
arrests. Some report being 
tortured in detention.
Speaking to the AP, oppo-
sition lawmaker Muwada 
Nkunyingi said the US deal 
could give Museveni’s gov-
ernment further Western 
legitimacy ahead of general 
elections scheduled for Jan-
uary 2026.
� e deal was struck to “clear 
their image now that we are 
heading into the 2026 elec-
tions,” Nkunyingi said. He 
urged the US not to ignore 
what he described as human 
rights issues in Uganda.

What other countries has 
the US sent people to?

Eswatini, Rwanda and South 
Sudan have struck similar 
agreements with the US.
Eswatini, in July, accepted 
� ve unnamed men from 
Vietnam, Jamaica, Laos, 
Cuba and Yemen.
Tricia McLaughlin, Depart-
ment for Homeland Security 
assistant secretary, described 
them as “individuals so 
uniquely barbaric that their 
home countries refused to 
take them back”. She added 
that they were convicted of 
o� ences ranging from child 
rape to murder, and faced up 
to 25 years in jail. � e men 
are presently held in deten-
tion facilities and will be 
sent back to their countries, 
according to o�  cials who 
did not state a timeline.

Activists accuse the Eswatini 
government of engaging in 
the deal in exchange for low-
er tari� s from the US. � e 
tiny country, which exports 
apparel, fruits, nuts and raw 
sugar to the US, was hit with 
a 10 percent tari� .
“No country should have to 
be engaged in the violation of 
international human rights 
laws, including breaching its 
domestic laws, to please the 
Global North in the name of 
trade,” Simulane of SALC, 
who is leading an ongoing 
court case challenging the 

Eswatini government’s de-
cision, told Al Jazeera. � e 
move, he said, was against 
the country’s constitution, 
which mandates that inter-
national agreements pass 
through parliament.
“What we want, at the core, 
is for the agreement to be 
published for public scru-
tiny, and for the public to 
understand (if) it indeed is 
in line with our national in-
terest,” Simulane said. “We 
further want the agreement 
declared unconstitutional 
because it lacked parliamen-
tary approval.”
South Africa, which bor-
ders Eswatini on three sides, 
summoned the smaller 
country’s diplomats earlier 
in August to raise security 
concerns about the arrange-
ment.
Similarly, the US sent eight 
“barbaric” criminals to 
South Sudan in July. � e 
DHS listed them as be-
ing from Cuba, Myanmar, 
Vietnam, Laos, Mexico and 
South Sudan. � ey were 
convicted of crimes such as 
� rst-degree murder, rob-
bery, drug tra�  cking, and 
sexual assault, the DHS said.
� e men were initially 
diverted to Djibouti for 
months pending a legal 
challenge in the US. How-
ever, in late June, the US Su-

preme Court approved the 
move to South Sudan.
Rwanda, too, has con� rmed 
that it will take 250 deportees 
from the US at an unnamed 
date. According to govern-
ment spokesperson Yolande 
Makolo, the deportees will 
enjoy “workforce training, 
health care and accommo-
dation”. � e country previ-
ously struck a controversial 
migrant deal for a fee with 
the United Kingdom. � at 
deal, however, fell through 
when the new Labour gov-
ernment was elected in the 
UK in 2024.
Outside Africa, El Salvador 
has taken in 300 migrants, 
mainly from Venezuela, for 
a $6m fee.
Costa Rica accepted 200 
asylum seekers from Af-
ghanistan, China, Ghana, 
India and Vietnam. While 
many have been repatriated, 
some 28 people were still in 
detention by June. It is un-
clear what the US o� ered in 
return.
Nearly 300 people from 
countries like Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Iran, and China 
were sent to Panama in Feb-
ruary

Worth
Noting:

• A US State De-
partment statement 
con� rmed that Ugandan 
President Yoweri Musev-
eni and US Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio had 
held discussions over the 
phone regarding “migra-
tion, reciprocal trade, and 
commercial ties”.
• � e deal’s an-
nouncement came a� er 
weeks of speculation in 
local Ugandan media 
regarding whether the 
East African nation would 
accept US deportees.
• On Wednesday, 
Foreign A� airs Minister 
Henry Okello Oryem 
denied the media reports, 
saying Uganda did not 
have the facilities to ac-
commodate deportees.
• Speaking to � e 
Associated Press news 
agency, Oryem said Ugan-
da was discussing issues 
of “visas, tari� s, sanctions 
and related issues” with 
the US, but not of migra-
tion.
• “We are talking 
about cartels: people who 
are unwanted in their own 
countries. How can we 
integrate them into local 
communities in Uganda?” 
he told the AP.

Jasmin Ramirez holds a photo of her son, Angelo Escalona, at a government-organised rally protesting against the deportation of alleged members of the Venezuelan 
Tren de Aragua gang, who were transferred to an El Salvador prison, in Caracas, Venezuela, on Tuesday, March 18, 2025 [Ariana Cubillos/AP]
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Unlocking the Opportunities of Kenya’s Boda Boda 
Economy

Economy

Each day, millions of people 
across Kenya rely on boda 
bodas to weave through 
tra�  c on the way to work, to 
move goods, access health-
care, and bridge the last 
mile. � ese fast, a� ordable 
motorcycle taxis power ur-
ban mobility and support 
economic inclusion, but 
they operate in a sector that 
remains largely informal. 
Many drivers navigate these 
roads with little training, 
oversight or protection.
And yet, the sector is a crit-
ical part of Kenya’s econo-
my, contributing over KSh 
660 billion annually, which 
is around 4.4 percent of the 
country’s GDP. More than 
2.5 million people depend 
on this sector for income. It 
fuels last-mile delivery, sup-
ports e-commerce, connects 
farms to markets, and sus-
tains a wide network of ser-
vice providers. Many driv-
ers use motorcycle taxis to 
supplement other income, 
support families, or save for 
rainy days.
� e potential of Kenya’s two-
wheel economy is immense, 
yet it remains largely un-
tapped. � is is not just about 
moving people from point 
A to B; it’s about fostering 
economic empowerment, 
enhancing urban e�  ciency, 
and creating a sustainable 
future for mobility. Unlock-
ing this potential requires a 
multifaceted approach that 
goes beyond traditional 
views of the boda boda sec-
tor and elevates it from an 
informal necessity to a pro-
fessionalised, respected, and 
thriving industry.
� e perception of boda bo-
das o� en falls short of their 
true value. � ey are not 
merely a last-resort mode of 
transport; they are the capil-
laries of urban and peri-ur-
ban life in Kenya. � eir agil-
ity allows them to navigate 
congested streets and reach 
areas inaccessible to larg-
er vehicles, making them 
indispensable for last-mile 
logistics and connecting 
communities. It is this kind 
of e�  ciency that positions 
them as a key solution to the 
growing challenges of urban 
sprawl and tra�  c conges-
tion.
However, this vital role is 
o� en overshadowed by con-
cerns around safety and pro-
fessionalism. Many drivers 
lack formal training, lead-
ing to a higher incidence of 
accidents. � e absence of 
comprehensive insurance 
and social security nets 
leaves drivers vulnerable to 
� nancial hardship in case 
of injury or vehicle damage. 
Addressing these funda-
mental issues is paramount 

to building a sustainable and 
respected boda boda sector.
Technology holds the key 
to professionalising and 
modernising the boda boda 
sector. Digital platforms can 
bring structure to a largely 
informal industry, o� ering 
tools for better organisation, 
improved safety, and en-
hanced earning opportuni-
ties. By integrating features 
such as transparent pricing 
and direct feedback mech-
anisms, these platforms can 
foster a greater sense of ac-
countability and trust be-
tween drivers and riders.
For instance, app-based 
services like Uber Boda 
demonstrate how technol-
ogy can elevate the sector. 
� rough such platforms, 
drivers must undergo back-
ground checks every year 
and receive training in road 
safety and customer service. 
According to the Uber Ken-
ya Economic Impact Re-
port, 87 percent of drivers 
reported that they felt safer 
if there was such app-based 
support, and riders shared 
similar feedback.
Features like in-app GPS 
tracking, “Share My Trip,” 
and emergency buttons sig-
ni� cantly enhance safety 
for both drivers and riders. 
� is shi�  from informal ar-
rangements to structured, 
app-driven operations not 
only provide drivers with 
consistent earning oppor-
tunities but also establishes 
clear standards, leading to 
a more reliable and pro-
fessional service for con-
sumers. � e transparency 
in upfront pricing removes 
uncertainty and builds trust, 
changing the perception of 
boda bodas from an unpre-
dictable option to a depend-
able mode of transport. In 
2023 alone, app-based plat-
forms enabled KSh 2.2 bil-
lion in additional income for 
drivers. Drivers attributed 
KSh 1.6 billion of that to the 
value of being able to choose 
their own schedules. 
Beyond ride-hailing, tech-
nology can also democratise 
access to � nancial services. 
Mobile money platforms, 
for example, enable � exible 
loan repayments and cred-
it access for drivers, even 
those without formal bank-
ing histories. � is � nancial 
inclusion empowers them 
to transition from renting to 
owning their motorcycles, 
a crucial step towards long-
term economic stability and 
wealth creation.
� e conversation around 
the boda boda sector must 
also include its environ-
mental impact. � e adop-
tion of electric motorcycles 
(e-bikes) is a game-changer, 

with signi� cant cost savings 
for drivers due to eliminated 
fuel expenses and reduced 
maintenance. In 2024, elec-
tric motorcycles (e-bikes) 
accounted for more than 7 
percent of new bike registra-
tions in Kenya, up from 3.6 
percent the year before. � is 
shi�  is projected to create 
over 300,000 new jobs over 
the next � ve years.
� e rising number of regis-
tered e-bikes in Kenya is a 
promising sign of progress 
in sustainable transport. 
However, adoption remains 
uneven, especially in rural 
areas where charging infra-
structure is still limited. To 
make e-mobility more in-
clusive, targeted investment 
in local assembly, service 
centres, and widespread 
charging infrastructure is 
essential.
Electric mobility presents 
a fantastic opportunity 
for Kenya. Our electrici-
ty grid is powered mainly 
by renewable sources, hy-

dro, geothermal, and wind, 
which generate a surplus 
every night. � e wind is still 
blowing while we sleep! Di-
recting this excess energy 
to power our transporta-
tion requirements will cut 
our foreign exchange needs 
and strengthen our balance 
of payments. By embrac-
ing electric mobility, we 
can transform our natural 
advantages into a cleaner, 
stronger, and more self-reli-
ant Kenya.
While technology o� ers 
powerful solutions, it can-
not solve all the challenges. 
Issues like � nancial literacy, 
crime, lack of comprehen-
sive insurance or legal pro-
tection remain signi� cant 
hurdles. � e path forward 
lies in public-private col-
laboration. Government 
bodies, civil society organi-
sations, and businesses must 
work together to create an 
incentivising policy frame-
work that balances formal-
isation with the entrepre-

neurial spirit of the sector. 
Programs that o� er train-
ing in road safety, customer 
service, and digital tools, 
are crucial for professional 
development and instilling 
business discipline and � -
nancial literacy.
Kenya has a unique op-
portunity to lead Africa in 
modernising two-wheel 
transport. By recognising 
the boda boda sector’s vital 
contribution, investing in 
its professionalisation, and 
embracing technological ad-
vancements, the nation can 
deliver safer rides, create 
better jobs, improve service 
quality, and foster cleaner 
cities. It is about cultivating 
a thriving ecosystem that 
respects its entrepreneurial 
spirit while protecting ev-
eryone on the road.

� e writer is the Gener-
al Manager, Head of East 
Africa & Head of Business 
Development for Africa at 
Uber

Worth
Noting:

• � e potential of 
Kenya’s two-wheel economy 
is immense, yet it remains 
largely untapped. � is is not 
just about moving people 
from point A to B; it’s about 
fostering economic empow-
erment, enhancing urban 
e�  ciency, and creating a 
sustainable future for mobil-
ity. Unlocking this potential 
requires a multifaceted 
approach that goes beyond 
traditional views of the boda 
boda sector and elevates 
it from an informal neces-
sity to a professionalised, 
respected, and thriving 
industry.
• � e perception of 
boda bodas o� en falls short 
of their true value. � ey 
are not merely a last-resort 
mode of transport; they are 
the capillaries of urban and 
peri-urban life in Kenya. 
� eir agility allows them to 
navigate congested streets 
and reach areas inaccessible 
to larger vehicles, making 
them indispensable for last-
mile logistics and connect-
ing communities. It is this 
kind of e�  ciency that posi-
tions them as a key solution 
to the growing challenges 
of urban sprawl and tra�  c 
congestion.

Imran Manji, General Manager, Head of East Africa & Head of Business Development for Africa 
at Uber

By: Imran Manji
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

..............................................



DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL 
SAT-FRI: Aug 23 - Aug 29, 2025

INTERNATIONAL
NEWS 13DIASPORA TIMES GLOBAL 

SAT-FRI: Aug 23 - Aug 29, 2025
AD

For All your Advertisement needs
Email: ads@mountkenyatimes.co.ke

diasporaglobalnews@yahoo.com / diasporaglobalnews@gmail.com
FacebooK: https://www.facebook.com/DiasporaGlobal

Twitter: https://twitter.com/DiasporaGlobal1
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/diaspora-global-1a15ab210/

Intagram: @DiasporaGlobal1, TikTok: @DiasporaGlobal
YouTube: Diaspora Global



al career pathways has le�  
countless capable women 
unaware of opportunities 
that could transform their 
futures. Most critically, the 
absence of structured lead-
ership development pro-
grams speci� cally designed 
for young women has meant 
that practical skills in entre-
preneurship, � nancial inde-
pendence, and professional 
networking remain largely 
inaccessible.
We identi� ed that talent-
ed young women remain 
underrepresented in key 
leadership roles across gov-
ernment, business, and civil 
society organizations due 
to lack of preparation and 
networks. � e consequences 
are far-reaching: promising 
female talent either emi-
grates without contributing 
to local development or re-
mains underutilized, miss-
ing opportunities for both 
personal growth and nation-
al advancement.
A Comprehensive Solution 
Taking Shape
� e EmpowerHer forum op-
erates through a systematic 
two-phase approach that has 
proven remarkably e� ective. 
Phase One involves a rigor-
ous 20-day application and 
selection process, ensuring 
committed participants are 
identi� ed through careful 
screening. Phase Two de-
livers an intensive three-
day forum featuring expert 
speakers, interactive work-
shops, and crucial network-
ing sessions.
� e project’s success lies in 
its comprehensive compo-
nents. Expert speaker ses-
sions feature accomplished 
women leaders including 
Khurshida Rakhmono-
va, Chief Coordinator of 
Girls’ Voice Club; Saida 
Abdunazarova, winner of 
the US KECTIL and Aspire 
Leaders Program; and Gul-
nur Esova, a UK University 
Master’s student. � ese ses-
sions provide participants 
with real-world insights 
from women who have suc-
cessfully navigated interna-
tional opportunities while 
maintaining their cultural 
roots.
Skill development work-
shops cover essential ar-
eas: personal development, 
� nancial independence, 
CV enhancement, startup 
creation, and leadership 
discovery. � e networking 
platform connects partic-
ipants from various prov-
inces and Karakalpakstan, 
creating unprecedented 
cross-regional collaboration 
opportunities. A certi� ca-

tion program provides o�  -
cial certi� cates valuable for 
scholarship applications, 
while a talent registry cre-
ates a “Talented Girls List” 
for ongoing support and 
project tracking.

Addressing Global Sustain-
ability Goals
� e forum directly advanc-
es multiple United Nations 
Sustainable Development 
Goals, primarily SDG 4 
(Quality Education) and 
SDG 5 (Gender Equality). 
“Research shows that when 
women lead, there is sig-
ni� cant positive impact on 
students’ academic perfor-
mance and overall well-be-
ing,”. “Our empowered par-
ticipants will contribute to 

educational excellence in 
their communities.”
� e project also connects to 
SDG 8 (Decent Work and 
Economic Growth) through 
entrepreneurship training, 
SDG 10 (Reduced Inequal-
ities) by providing equal 
opportunities across dif-
ferent regions, and SDG 17 
(Partnerships for the Goals) 
through international net-
working and collaboration 
opportunities.
Measuring Real Impact
� e forum’s success is mea-
sured through both quanti-
tative and qualitative met-
rics. All 150 participants 
completed the program 
and received certi� cates, 
achieving a 100% comple-
tion rate. More importantly, 
the project tracks long-term 

outcomes including schol-
arship applications, career 
advancement, and startup 
initiatives launched by par-
ticipants.
Success benchmarks are am-
bitious yet achievable: Year 
one targets 90% participant 
satisfaction with 50% pursu-
ing new opportunities and 
establishment of an active 
alumni network. By year 
two, the program aims to 
expand to 300+ participants 
with secured internation-
al partnerships. Year three 
envisions regional recogni-
tion as the premier women’s 
leadership platform with a 
500+ alumni network and 
measurable SDG impact in 
participant communities.

Building Sustainable Net-
works
� e forum’s vision extends 
far beyond a single event. 
To establish EmpowerHer 
as the premier leadership 
development platform for 
young women in Central 
Asia, creating a generation 
of con� dent, skilled, and 
internationally connected 
female leaders who drive 
sustainable development in 
their communities.
� e EmpowerHer forum 
represents more than pro-
fessional development—it 
embodies a fundamental 
shi�  toward gender equali-
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Worth
Noting:

• � e project’s suc-
cess lies in its comprehen-
sive components. Expert 
speaker sessions feature 
accomplished women 
leaders including Khur-
shida Rakhmonova, Chief 
Coordinator of Girls’ Voice 
Club; Saida Abdunazarova, 
winner of the US KECTIL 
and Aspire Leaders Pro-
gram; and Gulnur Esova, a 
UK University Master’s stu-
dent. � ese sessions provide 
participants with real-world 
insights from women who 
have successfully navigated 
international opportunities 
while maintaining their 
cultural roots.
• Skill development 
workshops cover essential 
areas: personal develop-
ment, � nancial indepen-
dence, CV enhancement, 
startup creation, and leader-
ship discovery. � e net-
working platform connects 
participants from various 
provinces and Karakalpak-
stan, creating unprec-
edented cross-regional 
collaboration opportunities. 
A certi� cation program 
provides o�  cial certi� cates 
valuable for scholarship 
applications, while a talent 
registry creates a “Talented 
Girls List” for ongoing sup-
port and project tracking.

 .................................
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ty and sustainable progress. 
As these 150 young women 
leaders return to their com-
munities armed with new 
skills, networks, and con� -
dence, they carry with them 
the potential to transform 
not just their own futures, 
but the trajectory of Central 
Asia’s development.
� rough partnerships 
with the Uzbekistan Youth 
Union Samarkand Provin-
cial Council and Samarkand 
State Institute of Foreign 
Languages, with future col-
laboration planned with 
the Uzbekistan Volunteer 
Association, EmpowerHer 
demonstrates that sustain-
able change requires com-
prehensive, culturally-sensi-
tive approaches to women’s 
empowerment. � e revo-
lution in female leadership 
has begun, one empowered 
woman at a time.

Worth
Noting:

• � e forum’s vision ex-
tends far beyond a single event. 
To establish EmpowerHer as 
the premier leadership devel-
opment platform for young 
women in Central Asia, creat-
ing a generation of con� dent, 
skilled, and internationally 
connected female leaders who 
drive sustainable development 
in their communities.
• � e EmpowerHer 
forum represents more than 
professional development—it 
embodies a fundamental shi�  
toward gender equality and 
sustainable progress. As these 
150 young women leaders 
return to their communities 
armed with new skills, net-
works, and con� dence, they 
carry with them the potential 
to transform not just their own 
futures, but the trajectory of 
Central Asia’s development.
• � rough partnerships 
with the Uzbekistan Youth 
Union Samarkand Provincial 
Council and Samarkand State 
Institute of Foreign Languag-
es, with future collaboration 
planned with the Uzbekistan 
Volunteer Association, Em-
powerHer demonstrates that 
sustainable change requires 
comprehensive, culturally-sen-
sitive approaches to women’s 
empowerment. 
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Dozens more UK Afghan data breaches uncovered
UK

� e Ministry of Defence has 
admitted there have been 49 
separate data breaches in the 
past four years at the unit 
handling relocation applica-
tions from Afghans seeking 
safety in the UK.
Four out of the 49 breaches 
were already publicly known 
– including the leak in 2022 
of a spreadsheet containing 
details of almost 19,000 peo-
ple � eeing the Taliban.
� is mammoth data breach, 
which led to thousands of 
Afghans being secretly re-
located to the UK, was only 
revealed last month a� er the 
High Court li� ed a gagging 
order.
It was described by the UK’s 
information watchdog as 
a “one-o�  occurrence fol-
lowing a failure to [follow] 
usual checks, rather than 
re� ecting a wider culture of 
non-compliance”.
However, lawyers repre-
senting Afghans a� ected by 
data breaches said the new 
� gures, released to the BBC 
under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, raised concerns 
about a culture of lax securi-
ty among those working on 
the resettlement scheme.
� e MoD has refused to pro-
vide any details of the nature 
of each breach but incidents 
which have previously been 
made public include o�  -
cials inadvertently revealing 
the email addresses or other 
personal details of appli-
cants to third parties.
Adnan Malik, Head of Data 
Protection at Barings Law 
which represents hundreds 
of Afghans a� ected by the 
biggest of the breaches in 
February 2022, said: “What 
began as an isolated inci-
dent, which the Ministry of 
Defence initially sought to 
keep from public view, has 
now escalated into a series 

of catastrophic failings.
“We urge the Ministry of 
Defence to be fully transpar-
ent with both those a� ected 
and the wider public. Vic-
tims should not be forced to 
learn the truth through legal 
action or news reports.”
� e Afghan Relocations and 
Assistance Policy (ARAP) 
was set up in April 2021 to 
help people who feared their 
lives were at risk because 
they had worked with Brit-
ish armed forces in Afghan-
istan and to resettle eligible 
applicants and their family 
members in the UK. It was 
closed in July this year.
� e scheme has been dogged 
by revelations about poor 
data security, potentially 
putting the lives of Afghans 
who worked with British 
forces at risk.
In September 2021, BBC 
News revealed that more 
than 250 Afghans seeking 
relocation to the UK were 
mistakenly copied into an 
email from the Ministry of 
Defence, putting them at 
risk of reprisals.
A total of 265 email ad-
dresses were shared in this 
way across three separate 
incidents that month, which 
ultimately led to a £350,000 
� ne from the watchdog.
� e breaches were “intense-
ly di�  cult and embarrassing 
for the government han-
dling publicly”, one defence 
source said.
Ben Wallace, the then-de-
fence secretary, expressed 
his personal anger at what 
had occurred, telling MPs: 
“I am very keen that it is not 
just the poor person who 
dra� s the email who is held 
to account, but the chain 
upwards, to ensure that this 
does not happen again.”
Two months a� er the inci-
dents, in November 2021, 

the then Conservative gov-
ernment announced “sig-
ni� cant remedial actions”, 
including new data handling 
procedures and training as 
well as a new “two pairs of 
eyes rule” requiring any ex-
ternal email to an ARAP-eli-
gible Afghan national be re-
viewed by a second member 
of sta�  before being sent.
� e government said the 
measures were taken to 
“prevent such incidents oc-
curring again”.
Instead, data breaches con-
tinued including, in Feb-
ruary 2022, a potentially 
catastrophic leak which saw 
a soldier at Regent’s Park 
barracks send a spreadsheet 
with what they believed to 
be a small number of appli-
cants’ names to trusted Af-
ghan contacts.
� ey did not realise that hid-
den data in the spreadsheet 
in fact contained the names, 
contact details and some 
information about family 
members and associates for 
nearly 19,000 people.
When the leak was dis-
covered some 18 months 
later, in August 2023, the 
then-Conservative govern-
ment sought a gagging or-
der to prevent details of the 
error being made public. 
� e government successful-
ly argued that lives were at 
risk and the Taliban would 
be alerted if an injunction 
wasn’t granted.
� e super injunction which 
was imposed was not li� ed 
until July this year.
Jon Baines, a senior data 
protection specialist at the 
law � rm Mishcon de Reya, 
said the new � gures un-
covered by the BBC show a 
“remarkable number of data 
security incidents in relation 
to the ARAP scheme”.
“It is di�  cult to think of any 

information more sensitive 
than that which is involved 
with the scheme, and it baf-
� es me why there were not 
better security measures in 
place,” he added.
Seven of the 49 data breach-
es were su�  ciently serious 
to require MoD o�  cials to 
notify data watchdog the In-
formation Commissioner’s 
O�  ce (ICO).
� is includes three breach-
es – one in 2021, and two in 
2022 – that have not been 
made public before.
� e ICO said it was limited 
in the amount of informa-
tion it still held on those 
breaches and why it didn’t 
take further action but that 
its work with the MoD was 
“ongoing”.
“We continue to engage 
with the MoD, so we can be 
assured that they have made 
the required improvements,” 
a spokeswoman said.
� e watchdog has not taken 
any action against the MoD 
over the large spreadsheet 
data breach which was pre-
viously subject to court-im-
posed reporting restrictions, 
arguing “there was little we 
could add in this case that 
would justify the further 
allocation of resource away 
from other priorities”.
Jon Baines said there were 
“serious questions � rstly as 
to whether the ICO should 
have conducted more in-
depth investigations previ-
ously, and secondly, whether 
there is now an urgent need 
for more investigation.
“What assurance can we 
all have now that the MoD 
are properly protecting the 
highly sensitive personal 
data it is o� en entrusted 
with?”, he added.
A Labour government 
source blamed previous 
Conservative adminis-

trations for inadequate 
data protection measures 
and said new so� ware has 
been introduced and other 
changes made since Labour 
came to power last year.
“Current ministers repeat-
edly highlighted the Tory 
mismanagement of data 
around the ARAP scheme 
while in opposition,” the 
source said.
“Since last July, we’ve 
brought in a host of new 
measures to improve data 
security and we’ve made 
public the largest Afghan 
data breach which occurred 
under the previous govern-
ment, to allow for parlia-
mentary scrutiny and ac-
countability.”
A Conservative Party 
spokesman said: “� is data 
leak should never have hap-
pened and was an unaccept-
able breach of data protec-
tion protocols.
� e secretary of state for de-
fence has issued an apology 
on behalf of the government, 
and Conservatives joined in 
that apology.
“When this breach came to 
light, the immediate priori-
ty of the then-government 
was to protect persons in the 
dataset.”
An MoD spokesperson said: 
“We take data security ex-
tremely seriously and are 
committed to ensuring that 
any incidents are dealt with 
properly, and that we follow 
our legal duties.
“All incidents that meet the 
threshold under UK data 
protection laws are referred 
to the Information Com-
missioner’s O�  ce, and any 
lesser incidents are exam-
ined internally to ensure les-
sons are learned.”

Worth
Noting:

• � e MoD has 
refused to provide any 
details of the nature of 
each breach but incidents 
which have previously 
been made public include 
o�  cials inadvertently 
revealing the email ad-
dresses or other personal 
details of applicants to 
third parties.
• Adnan Malik, 
Head of Data Protection 
at Barings Law which 
represents hundreds of 
Afghans a� ected by the 
biggest of the breaches 
in February 2022, said: 
“What began as an iso-
lated incident, which 
the Ministry of Defence 
initially sought to keep 
from public view, has now 
escalated into a series of 
catastrophic failings.
• “We urge the 
Ministry of Defence to 
be fully transparent with 
both those a� ected and 
the wider public. Victims 
should not be forced to 
learn the truth through 
legal action or news re-
ports.”

By: BBC
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A Bangkok court has acquit-
ted controversial billionaire 
and former � ai prime min-
ister � aksin Shinawatra, 
who was accused of insult-
ing the monarchy.
� e charge related to an in-
terview he gave to a South 
Korean newspaper ten years 
ago. He would have faced up 
to 15 years in jail if convict-
ed.
� ailand’s lese majeste law 
forbids insulting its monar-
chy. But critics say it is o� en 
used to target activists and 
political opponents.
� e verdict came as � ak-
sin’s daughter, suspended 
PM Paetongtarn , faces a 
Constitutional Court deci-
sion on whether or not she 
should be removed from 
o�  ce. � ese cases pose a 
threat to the Shinawatra 
clan, which has been a dom-
inant force in � ai politics 
for decades.
Friday’s verdict has brought 
some relief to the family and 
their supporters.
Winyat Charmontree, a law-
yer acting for � aksin, told 
reporters that a� er the ver-
dict was read out in court, 
his client had smiled and 
thanked his lawyers. He had 
also said he was now able to 
work for the country’s ben-
e� t.
� e charge against � aksin 
was originally � led under 

the then-military govern-
ment in 2016, when he was 
in exile, and re-activated last 
year a� er his return to � ai-
land.
At � rst glance the case 
against him seemed weak.
In the South Korean news-
paper interview, the for-
mer prime minister said he 
believed the 2014 military 
coup which deposed the 
elected government of his 
sister Yingluck – just as he 
had been deposed by a pre-
vious coup in 2006 – had 
been instigated by “some 
people in the palace” and 
members of the privy coun-
cil, the 19-member body 
which advises the � ai king.
Technically the privy coun-
cil is not covered by the lese 
majeste law, which states 
that it is an o� ence to de-
fame only the king, queen, 
heir to the throne or anyone 
acting as regent.
However, in recent years 
the law has been invoked 
to criminalise any action or 
statement which might re-
� ect negatively on the mon-
archy as an institution.
In the past people have been 
prosecuted for making un-
favourable comments about 
the late King Bhumibol’s dog 
and about a � ai king from 
the 16th Century.
More recently, a young 
woman was sentenced to 

� ve years in prison for plac-
ing a banner criticising the 
budget to help those a� ected 
by Covid close to a portrait 
of King Vajiralongkorn.
� e interpretation of the law 
has become so broad that 
human rights groups view it 
as a political tool, which can 
be used to intimidate and 
silence those who challenge 
the status quo.
Many believed this was what 
was happening to � aksin.
However, the judges chose 
to interpret the wording of 
the law literally, and said 
that as the defendant had 
not named names, he should 
be acquitted.
� is verdict comes exactly 
two years a� er the former 
prime minister’s dramatic 
return from 15 years of exile.
At the time it was assumed 
there had been a grand bar-
gain struck between � aksin 
and his long-time conserva-
tive adversaries, so that his 
party Pheu � ai, which in 
the 2023 election had been 
relegated to second place 
from its usual number one 
spot, could form a coalition 
government and keep the 
young reformists who had 
actually won the election out 
of power.
� e terms of that bargain 
have never been made pub-
lic –� aksin has always in-
sisted there was no deal – 

but it is likely they included 
an agreement that he would 
keep a low pro� le and stay 
out of politics.
But a low pro� le is some-
thing completely alien to 
the � amboyant, wealthy and 
ambitious tycoon.
He is still believed to be the 
largest funder of Pheu � ai 
and makes all of the main 
decisions for the party.
When his � rst choice of 
prime minister, business-
man Srettha � avisin, was 
disquali� ed by the per-
sistently interventionist 
Constitutional Court a year 
ago, � aksin’s inexperienced 
daughter Paetongtarn Shi-
nawatra took the helm, be-
coming � ailand’s youngest 
ever prime minister.
A self-described “daddy’s 
girl”, she said she would 
happily take his advice. As 
she took o�  ce Mr � aksin 
announced his “Vision for 
� ailand”, including a con-
troversial proposal to le-
galise casinos; much of that 
subsequently became o�  cial 
policy.
� e parliamentary oppo-
sition has accused the Shi-
nawatra family of running 
a “dual leadership”. � aksin’s 
business ties to the Cambo-
dian strongman Hun Sen 
also raised concerns over 
how � rmly his government 
would defend � ailand over 

the border dispute between 
the two countries.
� is came to a head in the 
private phone conversation 
leaked by Hun Sen in which 
Paetongtarn was heard re-
ferring to him as “uncle”, 
and criticising her own 
army commander on the 
border, for which she has 
now been suspended by the 
Constitutional Court, which 
will decide whether she is 
dismissed in a week’s time.
Losing another prime min-
ister a� er just a year, at a 
time of great global uncer-
tainty, might be judged as 
too risky. It is not clear who 
would replace Paetongtarn.
� aksin faces another court 
case next month, over his 
transfer to a hospital to serve 
a previous jail sentence. � e 
price for him being allowed 
to stay out of jail may be that 
his party has to call an early 
election, at a time when its 
poor performance in gov-
ernment could result in it 
losing many of its seats in 
parliament.

Worth
Noting:

• � e verdict came 
as � aksin’s daughter, 
suspended PM Paetong-
tarn , faces a Constitu-
tional Court decision on 
whether or not she should 
be removed from o�  ce. 
� ese cases pose a threat 
to the Shinawatra clan, 
which has been a domi-
nant force in � ai politics 
for decades.
• Friday’s verdict 
has brought some relief 
to the family and their 
supporters.
• Winyat Char-
montree, a lawyer acting 
for � aksin, told report-
ers that a� er the verdict 
was read out in court, 
his client had smiled and 
thanked his lawyers. He 
had also said he was now 
able to work for the coun-
try’s bene� t.
• � e charge against 
� aksin was originally 
� led under the then-mili-
tary government in 2016, 
when he was in exile, and 
re-activated last year a� er 
his return to � ailand.

� ai prime minister � aksin Shinawatra

Diaspora
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Former � ai PM � aksin acquitted in royal insult 
case
A Bangkok court has acquitted controversial billionaire and former � ai prime minister � aksin 
Shinawatra, who was accused of insulting the monarchy.
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Kenya’s unfolding nuclear 
revolution is poised to rede-
� ne the contours of nation-
al development by weaving 
together energy security, 
healthcare innovation, and 
scienti� c excellence in an 
integrated vision for sus-
tainable progress. � e recent 
inter-agency preparatory 
meeting chaired by Mr. Alex 
Wachira, Principal Secretary 
of the State Department for 
Energy, ahead of the 69th 
International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA) General 
Conference in Vienna, con-
veys a profound narrative: 
Kenya is decisively embrac-
ing nuclear science and 
technology as cornerstones 
of its future.
Energy demands in Ken-
ya continue to surge amid 
rapid population growth, 
urbanization, and industri-
al expansion. � e planned 
development of the nation’s 
� rst commercial nuclear 
power plant—scheduled to 
launch construction in 2027 
at Siaya County—re� ects 
Kenya’s strategy to diversify 
its energy mix with a clean, 
reliable, and scalable power 
source. � is ambitious 1,000 
MW nuclear facility is de-
signed to complement the 
country’s abundant renew-
able resources, securing the 
consistent base-load power 
essential for modern indus-
tries. Beyond merely pow-
ering homes and factories, 
this nuclear infrastructure 
promises to be a catalyst for 
socio-economic transforma-
tion, creating jobs, fostering 
technology-driven indus-
tries, and attracting foreign 
investment. Importantly, it 
signals Kenya’s commitment 
to meeting its Nationally 
Determined Contributions 
(NDCs) under the Paris 
Agreement by signi� cantly 
lowering carbon emissions 
and combating climate 
change.
Kenya’s nuclear strategy is 
also a beacon for health sec-
tor transformation. Nuclear 
medicine services have ex-
panded dramatically with 
advanced diagnostic and 
therapeutic technologies 
now available within lead-
ing hospitals. � e introduc-
tion of molecular imaging 
centers equipped with PET/
CT and SPECT/CT scan-
ners marks a leap forward in 
cancer care, facilitating early 
diagnosis and more e� ective 
treatment regimens. Locally 
produced radiopharmaceu-
ticals, enabled by recently 
commissioned cyclotron 
facilities, have enhanced 
the country’s capacity to 
provide uninterrupted, af-
fordable care. � e integra-
tion of arti� cial intelligence 

into nuclear medicine di-
agnostics is revolutionizing 
disease detection accuracy 
and enabling personalized 
medicine approaches, par-
ticularly crucial for oncolo-
gy. � ese advances not only 
improve patient outcomes 
but also reduce the need for 
costly overseas treatments, 
making healthcare more eq-
uitable and accessible.
Robust regulatory oversight 
by the Kenya Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Authority (KNRA) 
ensures that as nuclear 
technology expands, safe-
ty remains paramount. � e 
KNRA, in collaboration 
with the IAEA, continually 
updates safety protocols and 
deploys modern radiation 
detection technologies to 
protect workers, communi-
ties, and the environment. 
Transparent communica-
tion and public engagement 
e� orts have been intensi� ed, 
fostering trust and accep-
tance of nuclear initiatives. 
Further, the agency’s capac-
ity-building initiatives aim 
to cultivate a cadre of highly 
trained regulatory profes-
sionals, enabling Kenya to 
maintain international safe-
ty standards as nuclear ac-
tivities grow.
Scienti� c research and in-
novation form another dy-
namic dimension of Ken-
ya’s nuclear agenda. � e 
proposed establishment of 
a research reactor at Konza 
Technopolis signals Kenya’s 
ambition to become a hub 
for advanced nuclear re-
search, isotope production, 
and high-tech innovation. 
By encouraging homegrown 
solutions in agriculture, en-
vironmental sciences, in-
dustrial applications, and 
food preservation through 
irradiation, Kenya seeks to 
harness nuclear science for 
broad-based socioeconomic 
bene� ts. � e hosting of Af-
rica’s inaugural Small Mod-
ular Reactor (SMR) school 
demonstrates Kenya’s fore-

sight in embracing emerging 
nuclear technologies that 
prioritize safety, modularity, 
and environmental steward-
ship. � ese initiatives inte-
grate science, technology, 
and industry, helping to di-
versify the economy and ex-
pand high-value job oppor-
tunities for Kenya’s youth 
and professionals.
International collaboration 
is a cornerstone of Kenya’s 
nuclear advancement. � e 
country’s active participa-
tion in IAEA forums ensures 
access to the latest technol-
ogy, safety frameworks, 
and training opportunities. 
Bilateral agreements, par-
ticularly with technology 
leaders like China, facilitate 
the transfer of expertise and 
infrastructure development 
needed for nuclear power 
plant construction and op-
eration. � ese partnerships 
not only provide technical 
and � nancial support but 
also enhance Kenya’s glob-
al standing as a responsible 
nuclear nation committed 
to peaceful uses of atomic 
energy.
Kenya’s vision for nuclear 
science is deeply interwoven 
with its national develop-

ment aspirations, including 
the Kenya Vision 2030 and 
Sustainable Development 
Goals. Nuclear technology 
is embraced not merely as 
a technical solution but as 
a transformative catalyst—
driving climate resilience, 
healthcare accessibility, sci-
enti� c discovery, industrial 
competitiveness, and eco-
nomic inclusion. � e coor-
dinated leadership across 
multiple government agen-
cies in the recent preparato-
ry meeting exempli� es Ken-
ya’s holistic, collaborative 
governance model essential 
for managing the complexi-
ties of nuclear advancement.
Financial strategies blend 
public funding, internation-
al donor support, and pub-
lic-private partnerships, un-
derscoring a commitment 
to long-term sustainability. 
Meanwhile, investments in 
education, technical train-
ing, and research infra-
structure ensure that Kenya 
develops the human capital 
required to operate, regu-
late, innovate, and lead in 
the nuclear sector, reduc-
ing dependence on foreign 
expertise and inspiring the 
next generation of nuclear 

scientists and engineers.
In conclusion, Kenya’s nu-
clear revolution is a multi-
dimensional journey toward 
a sustainable, healthier, and 
prosperous future. It em-
bodies the country’s resolve 
to harness nuclear science 
responsibly, safely, and in-
novatively for the collective 
good. By strengthening en-
ergy security, revolution-
izing healthcare, fostering 
scienti� c excellence, and 
promoting environmental 
stewardship, Kenya is chart-
ing a bold path forward—
one that will inspire Africa 
and the world. � e founda-
tions laid in the inter-agency 
collaboration preceding the 
69th IAEA General Confer-
ence are a clarion call: Kenya 
is ready not only to partici-
pate in the nuclear age but to 
lead with wisdom, courage, 
and vision.
� is is more than a strate-
gy—it is Kenya’s promise for 
a brighter tomorrow pow-
ered by nuclear innovation.

James Kilonzo Bwire is a 
Media and communication 
practitioner.

Worth
Noting:

• Kenya’s nuclear 
strategy is also a beacon 
for health sector transfor-
mation. Nuclear medicine 
services have expanded 
dramatically with ad-
vanced diagnostic and 
therapeutic technologies 
now available within 
leading hospitals. � e 
introduction of molecular 
imaging centers equipped 
with PET/CT and SPECT/
CT scanners marks a leap 
forward in cancer care, 
facilitating early diag-
nosis and more e� ective 
treatment regimens. 
• Locally produced 
radiopharmaceuticals, en-
abled by recently commis-
sioned cyclotron facilities, 
have enhanced the coun-
try’s capacity to provide 
uninterrupted, a� ordable 
care. � e integration of 
arti� cial intelligence into 
nuclear medicine diag-
nostics is revolutionizing 
disease detection accuracy 
and enabling personalized 
medicine approaches, 
particularly crucial for 
oncology. � ese advances 
not only improve patient 
outcomes but also reduce 
the need for costly over-
seas treatments, making 
healthcare more equitable 
and accessible.

Inter-agency preparatory meeting chaired by Mr. Alex Wachira, Principal Secretary of the State Department for Energy

Group photo

Kenya’s Nuclear Revolution: Igniting Energy 
Security, Healthcare Transformation, and Scienti� c 
Excellence for a Sustainable Tomorrow
By: James Kilonzo Bwire
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Humanity o� en re� ects only 
on the present moment, 
on what it sees today. Un-
fortunately, we sometimes 
fail to balance the positive 
and negative aspects of an 
issue—or, in pursuit of the 
present, we forget the past. 
Grigory Petrov’s book “In 
the Land of White Lilies” 
tells the story of Finland, 
now regarded as one of 
the happiest nations in the 
world, and how it emerged 
from its dark and di�  cult 
past into the bright present 
we know today.
First, let us pause to consid-
er the title. Why “the land 
of white lilies”? � e lily is 
known as a symbol of grace, 
beauty, and purity. Finland, 
in turn, is compared to a lily 
blooming in the swamps—
because geographically it 
lies in an inhospitable land, 
deprived of nature’s abun-
dance. Its terrain was long 
covered with marshes and 
rocks, with very little fertile 
soil. Much of its grain had 
to be imported from abroad. 
Yet the people strove tire-
lessly to survive amid these 
swamps, bringing fertile 
soil to the rocky lands, and 
creating for themselves the 
conditions of a digni� ed life.
Today, Finland is recognized 
worldwide, yet it is, in fact, a 
young state—barely 70 to 80 
years of independent histo-
ry. For centuries, the Finnish 
people endured the pain of 
colonial rule. At � rst, under 
Swedish domination, they 
were considered ignorant 
and backward. Children of 
the Swedish nobility who 
were un� t even for modest 
education and worthless at 
home were sent to Finland 
to occupy high administra-
tive posts. Naturally, these 
shallow rulers continued 
their lives of ease here as 
well. � e misery of the peo-
ple under such leadership is 
not hard to imagine.
A� er Finland was ceded to 
Russia in 1816, the country’s 
condition improved some-
what. True national heroes 
arose—leaders we might call 
the Finnish “Jadids,” who 
called their people to en-
lightenment, to education, 
and to a digni� ed way of 
life. Among them, J. Snell-
man holds a special place. 
He awakened in the Finnish 
heart a deep sense of home-
land, nation, and belonging. 
Finnish o�  cials gradually 
replaced foreign administra-
tors, and special emphasis 
was placed on education to 

nurture new, capable gener-
ations. At Snellman’s initia-
tive, old books were collect-
ed and distributed to rural 
and remote areas.
When Napoleon’s defeat 
brought a wave of imitation 
of America and Britain—es-
pecially in football, which 
glori� ed brute strength—
Snellman reminded the 
youth that without intellect 
and wisdom, strong legs 
were worthless. Just as the 
ball is kicked upward to 
move forward, he said, so 
too must the nation be li� -
ed upward by thought and 
knowledge. � e people unit-
ed! From within its swamps, 
Finland blossomed into a 
graceful and cultured state.
As the book highlights, one 
cannot help but be amazed 
at how Finland resolved 
social issues. � ere are no 
homeless people. Problems 
like poverty and unem-
ployment are approached 
with practical solutions. I 

was astonished to learn that 
Finland is also among the 
most “online” nations in 
the world, with unrestricted 
internet access, 100% cov-
erage, and even free usage.
� e book also sheds light 
on Finland’s unique ap-
proaches in many spheres, 
especially education. Finn-
ish education is a subject in 
itself—a system based on a 
fresh vision and beautiful 
national values. Petrov de-
scribes Finnish schools so 
vividly that you � nd your-
self longing to enter one. 
Single-story buildings, spa-
cious gardens, glass-walled 
classrooms, and freedom in 
learning—such features are 
truly astonishing! � ere are 
no rigid examinations or 
strict grading systems. Yet, 
classes are regarded as sa-
cred, and teachers hold the 
highest respect in society. 
Finnish education seeks to 
nurture free thinking, broad 
perspectives, responsibility, 

and the sense of happiness 
in children—through les-
sons harmonized with val-
ues, music, and play.
� is “land of lilies” also 
ranks high on the global 
happiness index. According 
to Petrov, one of the secrets 
of Finnish happiness lies in 
reading. Finland is recog-
nized as the world’s most 
book-loving nation. � e 
Finns consider their very ex-
istence a blessing. For them, 
happiness lies not in wealth 
or luxury, but in cherishing 
small and simple things.
� e book also tells the sto-
ries of remarkable � gures 
such as the “King of Con-
fectionery” Jarvinen and the 
pirate Karokep—individuals 
whose lives, achievements, 
and contributions to the na-
tion’s progress and welfare 
deserve recognition.
Dear friends, never acciden-
tally pick up “In the Land of 
White Lilies”! Otherwise, 
like me, you might fall in 

love with its title. Do not 
read it, my dear peers—oth-
erwise, you will � nd yourself 
longing to travel to Finland, 
to embark on a beautiful 
journey there. Of course, I 
am joking! Indeed, you must 
read it. For it teaches us to 
love our people, to recognize 
the power of a nation, and 
to learn how an awakening 
people can progress. And 
most of all, it invites us to 
re� ect—by comparing Fin-
land’s path of development 
with our own present day.

SHAHNOZA Ochildiyeva 
2nd-year student, Philolo-
gy and Language Teaching: 
English, Faculty of Inter-
national Relations and So-
cial-Humanitarian Sciences, 
University of Journalism and 
Mass Communications of 
Uzbekistan.

Worth
Noting:

• Today, Finland is 
recognized worldwide, 
yet it is, in fact, a young 
state—barely 70 to 80 
years of independent 
history. For centuries, the 
Finnish people endured 
the pain of colonial rule. 
At � rst, under Swedish 
domination, they were 
considered ignorant 
and backward. Children 
of the Swedish nobility 
who were un� t even for 
modest education and 
worthless at home were 
sent to Finland to occupy 
high administrative posts. 
Naturally, these shallow 
rulers continued their 
lives of ease here as well. 
� e misery of the people 
under such leadership is 
not hard to imagine.
• A� er Finland was 
ceded to Russia in 1816, 
the country’s condition 
improved somewhat. 
True national heroes 
arose—leaders we might 
call the Finnish “Jadids,” 
who called their people to 
enlightenment, to edu-
cation, and to a digni� ed 
way of life. Among them, 
J. Snellman holds a special 
place.

SHAHNOZA Ochildiyeva

Diaspora
“In the Land of White Lilies” – � e Country of 
Wonders
“Fate placed swamps and rocks in our way, but we cultivated them and built a civilized country.”

By: SHAHNOZA Ochildiyeva 
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Patriotism without reciprocity is not 
loyalty; it is slavery.
I am not a patriot. I am a griot.
I will remember when you choose to 
forget. 
I will speak when you choose si-
lence. 
I will remind you when you cheer 
mediocrity and forget injustice.
I will tell you Kenya is still losing not 
only in stadiums but also in the soul 
of the nation.
In a country where patriotism is re-
duced to � ags, chants, and � eeting 
unity, the griot stands apart; an ob-
server, a truth-teller, a voice against 
forgetting. Kenya’s real problem is 
not in stadiums but in parliament, 
hospitals, classrooms, and graves. In 
graves of the innocent who died due 
to corruption, neglect, and incom-
petence. In graves of the hungry, 
the jobless, and the silenced voices 
whose deaths made headlines for 
a day and were forgotten the next. 
Kenya is still losing, and will contin-
ue to lose, because you chose medi-
ocrity over intellect. I argue that this 
8-4-4 system systematically eroded 
your critical thinking, leaving a na-
tion that applauds distraction, tol-
erates incompetence, and buries its 
future under indi� erence. 
To you who call yourselves patriots: 
I want answers. What are you loyal 
to? � e anthem? � e thieves? � e 
lies? � e colors painted over your 
wounds on your cheeks and scarring 
thighs? You think patriotism is an 
identity, but it is a leash, a chain that 
binds your mind while the powerful 
roam free. 
“You have to be loyal and patriotic 
to your national football team,” says 
a “leader” who just stole your money 
and stashed it abroad without paying 
the same players. Don’t you see that 
your brain is broken as a follower of 
this shallow patriotism? Why would 
you be angry if someone called you 
a retarded person whose only de-
mands are food, mere clothes, an in-
decent house, and a heap of conjugal 
rights to swallow your frustrations? 
You will be angry because the truth 
always enrages you, while lies keep 
you comfortable, like the fool you 
are. You are a walking corpse, and 
if you cannot die for truth, then you 
might as well be eaten by a Komodo 
dragon. At least in death, you will 
satisfy the hunger of a predator, un-
like the cannibals who feed on your 
ignorance. 

PATRIOTISM WITHOUT QUES-
TIONING IS NOT PRIDE; IT IS 
STUPIDITY. And yes, you are a 
retarded person if you follow what 
is trending and endorse it without 
questioning because blind loyalty is 
complicity, and complicity is betray-
al of self.

I am not a patriot. I am a griot. I 
don’t cheer because I am told to. I 
don’t wave a � ag because it’s trend-
ing. I don’t dance to the drumbeat of 
distraction. I observe. I remember. I 
speak when others confuse oppres-
sion for patriotism. I am here to re-
mind you: YOUR BRAIN IS THE 
MOST 
LETHAL WEAPON. FORGET 
THE GUNS. FORGET THE MON-
EY. A FUNCTIONAL BRAIN IS 
EVERYTHING. A brain that thinks, 
that doubts, and that refuses to be 
fooled terri� es those in power far 
more than the billions of mindless 
billionaires. � at is why the govern-
ment fears the clarion call of educat-
ed Gen Z’s more than wealthy bil-
lionaires who are mere conformists.
� e young athletes you praise today 
rose from dust, from hunger, from 
pain. � ey trained barefoot while 
the state abandoned them, hustling 
between school and survival, car-
rying dreams in empty stomachs. 
� eir success is theirs alone. Howev-
er, when they win, politicians crawl 
out of hiding to bask in borrowed 
glory. � at is not patriotism; it is 
opportunism. � ey sell you unity in 
ninety minutes, then divide you for 
� ve years. � ey seduce you with sta-
dium victories while the real game; 
the one in parliament, in hospitals, 
in classrooms, in police stations is 
lost daily. � ey distract you with 
borrowed national unity while bud-
gets vanish into private pockets.

Reason? YOU FORGET TOO FAST.
You forgot the Kianjokoma broth-
ers, murdered, silenced, and buried 
under police reports. � eir killers in 
uniform roam free while their blood 
seeps into the soil, unacknowledged 
by the system that swore to protect 
them.
You forgot the Butere Girls High 
School incident, where o�  cers vi-
olently disrupted the performance 
of Echoes of War by students from 
Butere Girls High School. Journal-
ists covering the play were assaulted, 
entry to the performance hall was 
blocked, and tear gas was � red in-
discriminately. � ese actions reveal 
a worrying pattern of state-spon-
sored repression, targeting free ex-
pression, press freedom, and the 
fundamental right to assemble. Still, 
you forgot that.
You forgot Garissa University, where 
students were executed for the crime 
of seeking education, yet their mem-
ory was swallowed by empty speech-
es. 
You forgot Westgate and Dusit, 
where promises of justice dissolved 
into business as usual, as if lives 
could be traded for silence.
You forgot Solai Dam, where cor-
porate greed drowned families, and 
the guilty walked free, their hands 
washed clean by wealth.
You forgot the Shakahola massacre, 
where blind faith and state neglect 
turned believers into corpses, while 
investigations became performa-
tives for TV cameras.

You forgot Goldenberg, Anglo-Leas-
ing, NYS 1, NYS 2, Arror and Kim-
warer dams mega scandals so large 
they could build nations, but instead 
they built mansions for thieves.
You forgot Eurobond, where billions 
vanished into thin air, and the ques-
tions evaporated just as fast.
You forgot the hungry mothers, the 
jobless graduates, the broken hospi-
tals, and the endless road carnage. 
Every tragedy, every scandal, every 
betrayal becomes a headline for a 
day, a memory for a week, and then 
forgotten, buried under � ags and 
hashtags. � is is because you have 
become so mediocre that your brain 
cannot track events beyond the 
� eeting satisfaction of daily com-
forts, or the shallow indulgence of 
conjugal rights, which themselves 
are o� en suspect.
What is so patriotic about village 
idiots ridiculing Kenyan educa-
tion while their own children study 
abroad under international cur-
ricula? What is so patriotic about 
mocking intellect while celebrating 
mediocrity? You cheer ignorance, 
crown thieves, and laugh at those 
who think, yet you dare to demand 
my loyalty. Patriotism, as you prac-
tice it, is nothing more than worship 
of power and hatred of truth. It is a 
loyalty that punishes the questioner 
and rewards the looter. It is a patrio-
tism of fools, a patriotism of silence, 
a patriotism that masks cowardice 

with � ags and slogans.
Tell me, what exactly is patriotism? 
Is it singing the anthem with an 
empty stomach, your voice crack-
ing with hunger while leaders dine 
in luxury? Is it painting your face in 
colors while the same colors are used 
to cover corruption? Is it dancing in 
rallies for handouts while your taxes 
build mansions you will never enter? 
Is it watching your children choke 
on a confused curriculum while the 
children of looters study abroad? If 
that is patriotism, then I want no 
part in it. Because that is not love of 
country; it is love of chains.
Why should I be loyal to oppression? 
Why should I swear allegiance to 
men who loot in daylight, who stash 
trillions o� shore, who turn hospi-
tals into graveyards and schools into 
experiments? Why should I clap for 
a � ag waved by thieves, liars, and 
murderers? Why should I be loyal 
to a government that does not recip-
rocate? � ey demand loyalty while 
o� ering betrayal. � ey demand pa-
triotism while dealing in plunder. 
Patriotism without reciprocity is 
not love; it is slavery. I refuse to be 
a slave.
You mock the thinkers. You ridicule 
the critics. You insult those who 
remember, but let me remind you: 
silence is not patriotism. Forgetting 
is not patriotism. Waving a � ag for 
thieves is not patriotism. � at is 
cowardice. � at is obedience. � at is 

pretense. Patriotism without justice 
is not love; it is surrender.

THE ROADS ARE GRAVES. THE 
HOSPITALS ARE MORGUES. 
THE CLASSROOMS ARE PRIS-
ONS. THE POLICE ARE PREDA-
TORS. THE POLITICIANS ARE 
PARASITES. 
What is there to be patriotic about? 
Mother Kenya raped in broad day-
light, her rapists dressed in suits, 
while the cheers are made by hungry 
Kenyans who do not even under-
stand what is happening. Mother 
Kenya drenched in blood, looted of 
her wealth, mocked by her own rul-
ers. Patriotism, in such a land, is an 
insult to truth. It is the last refuge of 
scoundrels, the banner under which 
thieves march and fools applaud. 
So cheer if you must. Wave your � ags 
if you must. But when you return to 
your homes with empty pockets, 
when you bury another victim of 
corruption, when you cry over an-
other collapsed promise, remember 
this: your patriotism did not save 
you. Only truth can. Only memory 
can. Only resistance can. 
I am not a patriot. I am a griot.
And I will not let you forget.

I Am Not A Patriot, I Am A Griot

By: Maina Wahome   
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� e debate surrounding 
the potential return of Do-
minion Farms Limited to 
Yala Swamp is a de� ning 
moment for Siaya County. 
It transcends politics and 
nostalgia; it is fundamen-
tally about safeguarding 
the interests, rights, and 
futures of the communities 
who have called this swamp 
home for generations. CPA 
Hon. Zacky Masiro, an as-
pirant for the Siaya Senate 
seat in 2027, has been un-
wavering in his conviction 
that the true custodians of 
Yala Swamp are its people. 
� eir welfare, opinions, 
and aspirations must guide 
any decisions about the ar-
ea’s future. � is is a call for 
a development model that 
respects both human dig-
nity and environmental in-
tegrity.
Dominion Farms’ previous 
engagement in Yala Swamp 
brought some clear bene� ts, 
most notably in job creation 
and boosting agricultural 
output. By employing lo-
cal labor and investing in 
roads, irrigation, and stor-
age facilities, Dominion 
improved infrastructure 
and helped stimulate eco-
nomic activity within the 
region. � ese gains cannot 
be undervalued in a coun-
ty that has struggled with 

youth unemployment and 
limited economic diversi� -
cation. � e introduction of 
modern farming techniques 
also exempli� ed the poten-
tial of blending traditional 
agriculture with innovation 
to escalate productivity and 
food security.
However, the company’s 
footprint le�  a complicat-
ed legacy. Displacement of 
families during the initial 
land acquisitions le�  scars 
in the social fabric, creating 
bitterness that lingers today. 
Many residents felt alienat-
ed, their voices drowned out 
in decisions that reshaped 
their land and livelihoods. 
� e environmental toll was 
also signi� cant; the swamp’s 
fragile ecosystem—home 
to diverse � ora and fauna 
and crucial for water regu-
lation—faced degradation 
owing to changes in water 
� ow and land use. Such 
ecological harm has long-
term implications not just 
for biodiversity but for lo-
cal farmers who depend on 
a healthy environment for 
their survival.
CPA Hon. Zacky Masiro’s 
vision moves beyond a 
simplistic yes-or-no stance 
on Dominion’s return. In-
stead, he insists on clear, 
community-driven terms 
of engagement where envi-

ronmental safeguards, eq-
uitable bene� t-sharing, and 
social justice are prioritized. 
If Dominion’s return is to be 
positive, it must come with 
transparent agreements 
that include fair compen-
sation for any displaced 
families, secure land tenure 
for smallholder farmers, 
and environmental resto-
ration commitments. � ese 
frameworks should be le-
gally binding and enforced 
by independent watchdogs 
that include community 
representatives.
Masiro also emphasizes the 
importance of empowering 
local youth through em-
ployment and skills devel-
opment. In a county where 
many young people face 
limited opportunities, har-
nessing the potential of Yala 
Swamp as a hub for agricul-
tural innovation could re-
duce rural-urban migration 
and stimulate entrepreneur-
ship. By facilitating access 
to markets and provid-
ing training in sustainable 
farming methods, Domin-
ion’s operations could en-
hance local incomes while 
preserving the ecosystem.
� e aspirant also stresses 
that ongoing community 
consultation is vital. Devel-
opment is not a one-time 
transaction but a continu-

ous partnership. � e people 
of Yala must be partners in 
monitoring social and en-
vironmental impacts and 
have mechanisms to voice 
grievances and seek redress 
if commitments are broken. 
� is inclusive approach en-
courages trust-building and 
ensures that development 
re� ects local needs and as-
pirations rather than exter-
nal interests alone.
Environmental steward-
ship remains central. Yala 
Swamp is a unique wetland 
of ecological importance, 
acting as a natural buf-
fer against climate change 
e� ects such as � ooding 
and drought. CPA Masiro 
advocates for integrating 
conservation practices into 
agricultural development 
plans, such as maintain-
ing bu� er zones, adopting 
water conservation tech-
niques, and supporting bio-
diversity hotspots. � e goal 
is to leverage technology 
and sustainable farming to 
produce food without com-
promising the swamp’s eco-
logical functions.
Ultimately, Yala Swamp’s 
future o� ers a critical op-
portunity to rede� ne de-
velopment in Siaya County. 
It is a chance to showcase 
how economic growth can 
be harmonized with social 

equity and environmen-
tal protection. CPA Hon. 
Zacky Masiro is committed 
to championing a vision 
where no one is dispos-
sessed, where the environ-
ment is safeguarded, and 
where the community’s 
dignity is upheld. His call 
to action is for leaders, in-
vestors, and citizens alike to 
collaborate in cra� ing a sus-
tainable path forward.
As Siaya County prepares 
for the 2027 elections, the 
message is clear: sustainable 
development in Yala Swamp 
is possible if it is grounded in 
respect, transparency, and 
partnership. � e swamp’s 
people must be at the heart 
of the decision-making pro-
cess, ensuring that prosper-
ity is inclusive and bene� ts 
all generations to come. By 
honoring these principles, 
Yala Swamp can become 
a shining example of re-
sponsible development that 
respects both land and peo-
ple—turning past mistakes 
into lessons that forge a bet-
ter future.

James Kilonzo Bwire is a 
Media and communication 
practitioner.

Worth
Noting:

• Dominion Farms’ 
previous engagement in Yala 
Swamp brought some clear 
bene� ts, most notably in job 
creation and boosting agri-
cultural output. By employing 
local labor and investing in 
roads, irrigation, and storage 
facilities, Dominion improved 
infrastructure and helped stim-
ulate economic activity within 
the region. � ese gains cannot 
be undervalued in a county 
that has struggled with youth 
unemployment and limited 
economic diversi� cation. � e 
introduction of modern farm-
ing techniques also exempli� ed 
the potential of blending tradi-
tional agriculture with inno-
vation to escalate productivity 
and food security.
• However, the com-
pany’s footprint le�  a compli-
cated legacy. Displacement of 
families during the initial land 
acquisitions le�  scars in the 
social fabric, creating bit-
terness that lingers today. Many 
residents felt alienated, their 
voices drowned out in deci-
sions that reshaped their land 
and livelihoods. � e environ-
mental toll was also signi� cant; 
the swamp’s fragile ecosys-
tem—home to diverse � ora 
and fauna and crucial for water 
regulation—faced degradation 
owing to changes in water � ow 
and land use

By: James Kilonzo Bwire
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Yala Swamp’s Future: Prioritizing People, 
Environment, and Sustainable Development
� e debate surrounding the potential return of Dominion Farms Limited to Yala Swamp is a de� ning 
moment for Siaya County



Fierce war of words keeps � ailand 
and Cambodia on edge
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� e guns along the forested 
� ai-Cambodian border have been 
silent for three weeks now.
But a � erce war of words is still be-
ing waged by both countries, as they 
seek to win international sympa-
thy and shore up public support at 
home. And a commonly-held view 
in � ailand is that they are losing.
“� e perception is that Cambodia 
has appeared more agile, more as-
sertive and more media savvy,” said 
Clare Patchimanon, speaking on the 
� ai Public Broadcasting System 
podcast Media Pulse. “� ailand has 
always been one step behind.”
� e century-old border dispute dra-
matically escalated with a Cambodi-
an rocket barrage into � ailand on 
the morning of 24 July, followed by 
� ai air strikes.
Since then an army of Cambodian 
social media warriors, backed by 
state-controlled English language 
media channels, have unleashed a 
� ood of allegations and in� amma-
tory reports, many of which turned 
out to be false.
� ey reported that a � ai F16 � ghter 
jet had been shot down, posting im-
ages of a plane on � re falling from 
the sky – it turned out to be from 
Ukraine. Another unfounded alle-
gation, that � ailand had dropped 
poison gas, was accompanied by an 
image of a water bomber dropping 
pink � re retardant. � is was really 
from a wild� re in California.
� ailand responded with o�  cial 
statements of its own, but o� en these 
were just dry presentations of statis-
tics, and they came from multiple 
sources – the military, local govern-
ment, health ministry, foreign min-
istry – which did not always appear 
to be coordinating with each other.
Bangkok failed to get across its argu-
ment that Cambodia, whose rockets 
marked the � rst use of artillery and 
had killed several � ai civilians, was 
responsible for the escalation.
It is no secret that the elected � ai 
government, centred on the Pheu 
� ai party of controversial billion-
aire � aksin Shinawatra, has an 
uneasy relationship with the � ai 
military.
� at was made much worse in June 
when Hun Sen, the former Cam-
bodian leader and an old friend of 
� aksin’s, decided to leak a private 
phone conversation he had with 
� aksin’s daughter, Prime Minister 
Paetongtarn Shinawatra. She had 
appealed to him to help resolve their 
di� erences over the border, and 
complained that the � ai army gen-
eral commanding forces there was 
opposing her.
� e leak caused a political uproar 

in � ailand, prompting the consti-
tutional court to suspend her, and 
badly weakening the government 
just as the border crisis escalated.
Hun Sen has no such di�  culties. 
Technically he has handed power to 
his son, Hun Manet, but a� er run-
ning the country for nearly 40 years 
it is clear he still holds the reins.
� e army, the ruling party and the 
media are � rmly under his control. 
His motives for burning his friend-
ship with the Shinawatras are un-
clear, but it seems he was preparing 
for a larger con� ict over the border.
From the start Hun Sen posted 
constantly, in Khmer and English, 
on his Facebook page, taunting the 
� ai government, along with photos 
that showed him in army uniform or 
poring over military maps.
By contrast the most visible � gure 
on the � ai side has been the mercu-
rial 2nd Army commander Lt. Gen 
Boonsin Padklang. He is the same 
o�  cer Paetongtarn had complained 
about, and his bellicose nationalism 
has won him plenty of fans in � ai-
land but has also undermined the 
government’s authority.
“Hun Sen is very smart,” says Sebas-
tian Strangio, author of Hun Sen’s 
Cambodia, a de� nitive account of 
the way his leadership has shaped 
the country.
“He has used this asymmetrical tac-
tic of widening the divisions that al-
ready exist in � ailand. And the fact 
that Cambodia is so good at playing 
the victim has given it another pow-
erful weapon against � ailand in the 
international arena.”
� ai o�  cials admit they are strug-
gling to counter the tactics used by 
the Cambodian side.
“� is is totally di� erent from how 
information wars have been waged 
before,” Russ Jalichandra, vice-min-
ister for foreign a� airs, told the BBC.
“What we are saying must be credi-
ble and able to be proved. � at’s the 
only weapon we can use to � ght in 
this war. And we have to stick to that 
even though it seems sometimes we 
are not fast enough.”
� ailand has always insisted its bor-
der dispute with Cambodia should 
be resolved bilaterally, without 
outside intervention, using a Joint 
Boundary Commission the two 
countries established 25 years ago.
But Cambodia wants to internation-
alise the dispute. It was the � rst to 
refer the escalating con� ict to the 
UN Security Council last month. 
It has also asked the International 
Court of Justice to rule on where the 
border should lie. � is has present-
ed � ailand with a dilemma.
� e o�  cial reason � ailand gives 
for rejecting ICJ involvement is that 
like many other countries it does 
not recognise ICJ jurisdiction. But 
just as important is a � ai collective 
memory of loss and humiliation at 
the ICJ which cuts to the heart of the 

border dispute.
Both � ailand and Cambodia have 
enshrined national stories of unjust 
territorial losses.
In Cambodia’s case it is the story of 
a once powerful empire reduced to 
poverty by war and revolution, and 
at the mercy of the territorial ambi-
tions of its larger neighbours.
� ailand’s is a more recent story of 
being forced to sacri� ce territories 
in the early 20th Century to stave 
o�  French or British colonial rule. 
When � ailand agreed to a new bor-
der with French-occupied Cambo-
dia, it allowed French cartographers 
to draw the map.
But when Cambodia became an in-
dependent state in 1953, � ai forc-
es occupied a spectacular Khmer 
temple called Preah Vihear, or Khao 
Phra Viharn in � ai, perched on 
a cli�  top which was supposed to 
mark the border.
� e � ais argued that the French 
cartographers had erred in moving 
the border away from the watershed, 
the agreed dividing line, putting the 
temple in Cambodia.
Cambodia took the dispute to the 
ICJ, and won.
� e court ruled that, whatever the 
map’s � aws, � ailand had failed to 
challenge them in the preceding half 
century.
� e then-� ai military ruler was 
shocked by the outcome, and want-
ed to attack Cambodia, but was per-
suaded by his diplomats to grudg-
ingly accept the verdict.
� ailand’s sensitivity over its 1962 
loss now makes it politically impos-
sible for it to accept an ICJ role in 
resolving the remaining border dis-
putes.
� at has allowed Hun Sen to portray 
� ailand as defying international 
law.
� ailand is now countering the 
Cambodian narrative with a more 
e� ective one of its own: the use of 
landmines.
Both countries are signatories to 

the Ottawa Convention banning the 
use of anti-personnel mines, and 
Cambodia has a traumatic legacy of 
being one of the most mined coun-
tries in the world, for which it has 
received a lot of overseas funding.
So � ailand’s accusation that Cam-
bodian soldiers have been laying 
new anti-personnel mines along the 
border, causing multiple injuries to 
� ai soldiers, is an awkward one for 
the government in Phnom Penh.
Initially Cambodia dismissed the 
allegation, saying these were old 
mines le�  from the civil war in the 
1980s. � e � ai government then 
took a group of diplomats and jour-
nalists to the border to show us what 
they have found.
Laid out on a table in the jungle, just 
a few hundred metres from the bor-
der, was a collection of munitions 
that � ai demining teams say they 
recovered from areas formerly oc-
cupied by Cambodian troops.
We were con� ned to a small clear-
ing, marked o�  by red and white 
tape. Anywhere beyond that, they 
said, was unsafe. On the drive in 
along a muddy track we saw � ai 
soldiers in camou� aged bunkers 
hidden in the trees.
Among the munitions were dozens 
of thick, green plastic discs about 
the diameter of a saucer. � ese were 
Russian-made PMN-2 mines which 
contain a large quantity of explo-
sives – enough to cause severe limb 
damage – and are di�  cult to deac-
tivate. Some appeared to be brand 
new, and had not been laid.
� e initial images of these prompt-
ed Cambodia to dismiss the � ai 
claims as unfounded because the 
arming pins had not been removed.
However, we were shown other 
mines which had been armed and 
buried, but clearly recently – not in 
the 1980s.
� ailand is calling for action against 
Cambodia by other signatories to 
the Ottawa Convention, and is ask-
ing countries which support demi-

ning programmes in Cambodia to 
stop funding them.
It argues that Cambodia’s refusal to 
admit laying mines or to agree on a 
plan to remove them demonstrates 
a lack of good faith in resolving the 
border dispute.
Cambodia has � red back by accus-
ing � ailand of using cluster muni-
tions and white phosphorus shells, 
which are not banned but can also 
pose a threat to non-combatants; 
the � ai military has acknowledged 
using them but only, it says, against 
military targets.
Cambodia has also published pic-
tures of what it says is damage to the 
Preah Vihear temple, a World Her-
itage Site, by � ai shelling, some-
thing that the � ai military has de-
nied.
� e incessant volleys of accusations 
from both countries make any prog-
ress on their border dispute unlikely.
Hun Sen and his son have bene� ted 
politically from being able to depict 
themselves as defenders of Cambo-
dian soil, but the con� ict has made 
the political challenges faced by the 
� ai government even worse.
It has stirred intense animosity be-
tween � ai and Cambodian nation-
alists. Hundreds of thousands of 
Cambodian migrant workers have 
le�  � ailand, which will hit an al-
ready struggling Cambodian econ-
omy.
“Both sides are describing the bor-
der as a sacred dividing line between 
their countries”, says Mr Strangio. 
“� e symbolism is hugely import-
ant. � is cuts to very deep questions 
of national identity, and it’s some-
thing that neither side can a� ord 
to take a step back from at the mo-
ment.”
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